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missionary groups reaching out to Maori and helping them to understand European 

culture and Christianity, on the other hand we have the Government authorities impatient 

to move in and take over the land, by force if necessary. It is into this context that the 

settlement of Bombay began. 

None of us can possibly imagine what it must have been like to have arrived in a new 

land and begin a new life with literally nothing much more than the clothes they have 

with them. Can any of us contemplate what it would be like living in a bush clearing, with 

a young family, with nothing but a nikau frond whare as a dwelling. Every tree, every 

bush had to be cut by hand. We all know how miserable a Bombay winter can be, cold, 

wet and windy. Yet they survived. It was hard work. Some of the original settlers gave 

up and left, but most persevered, with many of their descendants still living in the district. 

We cannot overlook the significance of the clergy in this story. Though his time as Bishop 

had many challenges, George Selwyn was an inspirational appointment.  From the 

moment of his arrival in 1842 Selwyn set out to explore his new bishopric that covered 

the whole country. Setting out on foot, on horseback and by boat, he explored his new 

land and met its settlers and engaged with Maori. His appointment of the Reverend 

Vicesimus Lush to the Southern District, based in Drury was significant. Lush took his 

responsibilities seriously.  He too, travelled extensively and every Sunday set out on his 

intrepid journey to minister to local congregations in his large district. He saw the 

potential for a church at Bombay among the new settlers there. It was his vision and 

support that saw the construction of the Little Church on the Hill, the church of St Peter 

in the Forest. 

In writing this introduction I am also conscious that someone in the future will be 

continuing the story into future generations. To whoever that may be, I hope that you will 

get as much satisfaction as I have in presenting the story of the Little Church on the Hill, 

the church of St Peter in the Forest. 

 

Bruce B Owen 

June 2017 
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