Book turns to Aotearoa Faith Heroes

“No reira nei te awhina moku: From where will my help come?”

Archbishop David Moxon's new book highlights heroes of the faith whose ministry crossed the
cultural boundaries of Maori and Pakeha in Aotearoa New Zealand.
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Archbishop David Moxon has published a new book looking to local heroes of faith whose mission and
ministry built connection and relationship between the peoples of Aotearoa New Zealand. Here the Rev Ben
Ong looks into the text and its stories, beginning first in te reo Maori and then offering his review in English.

He mea whakamihi ki te rangatira o t6 tatou Haahi, Atipthopa Ta David Moxon. Nau te taonga i tuku mai ki a
matou. Nau hoki i para i te huarahi ma matou kia whaia i to minitatanga o te wa i a koe e pihopa ana.

E hia ké nga wa i patai ai tatou ki a tatou ano, “Ka anga atu oku kanohi ki nga maunga — no reira nei te
awhina moku?” Ko nga Iwi o Aotearoa, Maori mai, pakeha mai, he mama noa te kite atu i nga ahuaranga no
whenua ké no tawahi hoki hei whakatauiratanga i ténei mea te ‘Haahi.” Na nga tauira maha énei
whakaakoranga i heke iho ki a tatou, ara, ko nga whakatauira a Hildegard o Bingen, a William Wilberforce, a
Martin Luther King Jr, a Clare o Assisi, a Francis o Assisi, a Joan o Arc, a Augustine o Hippo, a Brigid o
Kaldare hoki. Na tatou étahi whakatauiratanga i tuhi ki te pukapuka “For All the Saints.” Engari, na Moxon i
whakahoki and t6 matou arotahi ki nga kakano maha o te Rongopai Tapu ki konei, ki Aotearoa.

Na te Atua i rui nga kakano o te Rongopai Tapu ki énei whenua o Aotearoa me Te Waipounamu. No
Aotearoa, nd nga iwi o Aotearoa nga oneone pai. NO reira, e tupu tonu ake nga kakano ka puawai ai i nga tini
tangata tapu no énei whenua. NO Aotearoa énei kakano, €nei putiputi, me énei rakau nui na Moxon i aro ai ki
tana pukapuka. He mahi tino pai o ténei pukapuka, nana i ui nga whanau o nga tangata tapu mo a ratou
whakaaetanga nei kia hora ai i a ratou korero ki a tatou katoa (xi—xiii). He tino tohu 0 nga whanaungatanga i
waenga i a ratou, he tino tohu o 0 ratou mana.

NO ténei pukapuka tétahi korero, nd Moxon i tuhi te wahanga mo Te Kuini Te Arikinui Te Atairangikaahu. He
mea whakamihi rawaatu ki Te Kuini. He pou kaha ia, he pou kotahitanga hoki i tona whakapono i a lhu



Karaiti. Na tona whakapono i tuitui nga tangata katoa ki Aotearoa whanui. | te tau 1995, na Te Kuini i
whakaatu ténei whakaaro i ana whakamaramatanga o te tongikura na tona tupuna, na Kingi Potatau Te
Wherowhero.

e

Kotahi anoo te koohao o te ngira e kuhuna ai te miro maa, te miro pango me te miro whero. A muri i ahau,
kia mau ki te aroha, ki te ture, ki te whakapono.’

Noo reira whaaia taa te ngaakau i matenui ai, hei whakari atu ki te ao waaanui kei te toituu tonu taatou. Maa
too taatou Atua taatou hei arahi i roto i aa taatou kawenga i teenei koha whakamiiharo i homaingia nei e ia ki
oo taatou tuupuna.” (p. 14)

Heoi ano, hei ta Moxon, mo Te Kuini Te Arikinui Te Atairangikaahu, i runga ake ia i nga wetewetenga no te
Haahi Karaitiana (p. xviii). NO reira, nana i ti hei pou Ariki ki waenga i nga ropu o te Haahi, ka taea e ia te
whakaatu kotahitanga ki nga ropa o te Haahi, ki nga tangata ké o te Haahi. Nona te putohetanga ki te
kotahitanga o nga tangata katoa, ara, o nga tini tangata o te Haahi. Ko ténei wahanga a Moxon te tino
whakamana ki Te Kulni Te Arikinui Te Atairangikaahu.

Archbishop Sir David Moxon has released a new book for our time and context, entitled ‘N6 reira nei te
awhina moku: From where will my help come? Poems, people and reflections from Aotearoa; deep
taproots in good soil’.

Produced by Huia Publishers, Archbishop David Moxon’s book highlights Maori and Pakeha exemplars of
faith who reached out to serve and relate to people beyond their own cultural contexts.

Archbishop David explains that he chose these people for their stories of reaching out to their cultural
neighbours and becoming friends, “The mutual association... made much more of their own hearts and
minds.” ... They can encourage us to strive as they did and not to give up.” he writes.

Archbishop David’s writing in this volume reflects his verbal storytelling style, making his book captivating and
encouraging as well as easy to read.

The book comprises twelve people of faith whose stories include significant connections between Maori and
Pakeha ranging from today back to the gospel's landing in Aotearoa. David Moxon also includes a few poems
(“Aotearoa,” The whole earth, our garden home,” and “Grace, Justice, Peace”) alongside a number of his own
reflections.

In one section, the author delves into the story of Te Arikinui Te Atairangikaahu, particularly her role as a
Walikato-Tainui monarch who faithfully followed the gospel and sought to bring all peoples together in unity.

Another chapter turns to missionaries Mary Ann and James Preece, who diligently shared the gospel with
people in Ahikerert, Whakatane and Coromandel and who learned how to live interdependently with these
communities along the way.

The chapter on Héni Te Kirikaramu (Ngati Uenuku-Kopako, Ngati Hinepare) tells of her courageous choice to
care for her enemies — on the same battlefield where she, her whanau and iwi were defending their pa from
imperial forces.

An entry on Archbishop Sir Paul Reeves brings the collection into the late 20" Century and has been
strengthened by contributions from several Reeves family members.

Sir Paul Reeves' chapter chronicles his spiritual awakening and his call to priestly ministry and highlights his
contributions to justice and peace and service to Maori, the Church, academia and secular society.

One page 152, we find a small taste of Paul Reeves’ own advice on how to live attentively to God’s call
amidst the pressures of life,



“The picture of our Lord in the gospels is not one of an incredibly busy person. But rather someone who
sought to do the right thing at the right moment, who had an order of priorities, who was alive to those special
moments among the time that passed.” wrote Sir Paul in a letter to his clergy.

Each of the stories in this book provides a new hagiographic taproot here — by focusing attention on these
twelve holy women and men whose stories of faith and faithful actions are all grounded in the whenua of
Aotearoa New Zealand.

The book itself is well designed and laid out, and the colour illustrations add to its high production value.

NG reira nei te awhina moku: From where will my help come? constitutes a valuable resource for anyone
who wishes to study the journey of Maori and Pakeha in the Church, and offers a rich insight into the wider
history of Christianity in Te Ika-a-Maui. It is available in paperback from Huia Books for $45.



https://huia.co.nz/products/no-reira-nei-te-awhina-moku-from-where-will-my-help-come

